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Art Unit: 3694 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wright (US 
Pub. No. 2001/0027449). 

Regarding claim 1: 

Wright teaches an Internet charging system in a system having an information terminal 
and a terminal server that provides Internet access service employing a public network 
to the information terminal, (see ^ 10, 26-28) comprising: 
On the terminal server side: 

• a charging server for sequentially calculating an Internet usage fee which occurs 
according to Internet usage by an Internet user through the information terminal; 
(see ^10) 

• a charging database having a charging table required for calculating the Internet 
usage fee; (see H 10) and 

• a customer database having a customer table which includes information on a 
customer as the Internet user through the information terminal, (see U 10) 
wherein, 
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• on the terminal server side, the charging table which includes information on an 
Internet access method, a method for displaying information for charging, and a 
charging method associated with Internet access is periodically transmitted to the 
information terminal, (see U 26-28) and 

On the information terminal side, the customer selects desired information from the 
information in the transmitted charging table, (see 9) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wright in view of Han (US Pub. No. 2003/0069788). 

Regarding claim 2: 

An Internet charging system in a system having an information terminal 

and a terminal server that provides Internet access service employing a public network 

to the information terminal, (see 1^26-28) comprising: 

On the terminal server side, 

• a charging server for sequentially calculating an Internet usage fee which occurs 
according to Internet usage by an Internet user through the information terminal; 
(see U 10) 
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• a charging database having a charging table required for calculating the Internet 
usage fee; (see U 10) 

• a customer database having a customer table which includes information on a 
customer as the Internet user through the information terminal; (see U 10) 

Wright also teaches that on the terminal server side, the charging table which includes 
information on an Internet access method, a method for displaying information for the 
charging, and a charging method associated with Internet access is periodically 
transmitted to the information terminal, (see U 26-28) 
On the information terminal side. 

• Han, not Wright, teaches an advertisement data controller for controlling the size 
and a display time of an advertisement which is sent to the terminal server; (see 
H8-12) 

• Han, not Wright, teaches an advertisement content server for retaining contents 
of the advertisement; a data traffic monitor server for monitoring data traffic of the 
Internet; and a usage state monitor server for monitoring a state of Internet 
usage by the customer, (see U 8-12) 

• Han, not Wright, teaches an advertisement distribution method, and the charging 
method associated with Internet access are changed according to the state of 
Internet usage by the customer and the result of the selection by the customer of 
the desired information in the charging table (see U 8-12) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Wright with Han. Motivation to modify exists, because incorporating 
advertising with internet usage provides for an efficient method of marketing. 
Regarding claim 3: 

Wright teaches an Internet charging system as defined in Claim 1 or 2 comprising: 
in the information terminal, an access program for accessing the Internet; 

• A usage state monitor program for monitoring the state of Internet usage by the 
customer; (see U 29, 33-38 and 46) 

• An information terminal charging database having an information terminal 
charging table which includes information required for calculating the Internet 
usage fee; (see U 29, 33-38 and 46) and 

• An access setting database having an access table which includes information 
on plural providers such as phone numbers, ID numbers, passwords, thereby 
automatically changing a provider, (see U 29, 33-38 and 46) 

Regarding claim 4: 

Wright teaches that the Internet charging system as defined in any of Claims 1 to 3 
wherein the charging table has line usage fee information concerning a usage fee of the 
public network, (see U 29) 
Regarding claim 5: 

Han, not Wright, teaches that the Internet charging system as defined in any of Claims 1 
to 4 wherein the advertisement size information concerning a size of the advertisement 
displayed on the information terminal, (see ^8-12) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Wright with Han. Motivation to modify exists, because incorporating 
advertising with internet usage provides for an efficient method of marketing. 
Regarding claim 6: 

Han, not Wright, teaches that Internet charging system as defined in any of Claims 1 to 
5 wherein the charging system has advertisement number information concerning the 
number of advertisements displayed on the information terminal, (see U 8-12) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Wright with Han. Motivation to modify exists, because incorporating 
advertising with internet usage provides for an efficient method of marketing. 
Regarding claim 7: 

Han, not Wright, teaches that the Internet charging system as defined in any of Claims 1 
to 6 wherein the charging table has advertisement display time information concerning a 
display time of the advertisement displayed on the information terminal, (see U 8-12) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Wright with Han. Motivation to modify exists, because incorporating 
advertising with internet usage provides for an efficient method of marketing. 
Regarding claim 8: 

Wright teaches that the Internet charging system as defined in any of Claims 1 to 7 
whereto the charging table has usage time-zone information concerning a time zone in 
which the client uses the Internet, (see U 26-28) 
Regarding claim 9: 
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Wright teaches that the Internet charging system as defined in any of Claims t to 8 
wherein the charging table has information on accumulated access time that is an 
accumulation of time for which the customer uses the Internet, (see U 26-28) 
Regarding claim 10: 

Wright teaches that the Internet charging system as defined in any of Claims 1 to 9 
wherein the charging table has data packet amount information concerning an amount 
of data packets utilized in the Internet, (see \26-28) 
Regarding claim 11: 

Wright teaches that the Internet charging system as defined in any of Claims 1 to 10 
wherein the charging table has communication traffic state information concerning a 
communication traffic state in the public network, (see ^ 26-28) 
Regarding claim 12: 

Wright teaches that the Internet charging system as defined in any of Claims 1 to 1 1 
wherein the charging table has electric commerce deal amount/frequency information, 
which concerns a deal amount when the customer performs electronic commerce 
employing the Internet, and a frequency of performing the electronic commerce, (see ^ 
26-28) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdul Basit whose telephone number is 571 272-7246. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30am to 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571 272 6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, o^TioO^TeQ-gigg (lAWSA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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